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ALL SPHS students will graduate as inspired, skilled, life-long learners.

On-line Parent Survey

Our NEASC accreditation entails surveying our parents, students, and staff.  Your assistance in completing a survey on our website @ highschool.spsd.org during the month of February is greatly appreciated.

Dear Parents,

     It is with pride and excitement that I present to you, on behalf of the entire staff of South Portland High School and the many students, parents, and community members involved, our new and up-dated Mission Statement, Academic Expectations, and Civic and Social Expectations.  This Statement and these expectations will guide all of our work on curriculum, instruction, and assessment as we seek to prepare all of our students for post-secondary education, career, and citizenship.

Mission Statement

The South Portland High School Community believes that all students are able to obtain the knowledge and skills necessary for post-secondary education, career, and citizenship.  Toward that goal, every student will graduate as a capable learner who is able to think critically and produce quality work.

Academic Expectations

Students will demonstrate their critical thought, knowledge, and skills through:

Writing

Reading
Research
Performance or Product

Civic & Social Expectations

Members of the SPHS Community will practice:

· Appreciation of diversity
· Contributing to their community through initiative, cooperation, and leadership
· Respect for self, others, ideas, property, and the environment
· Integrity
· Perseverance

9th grade laptops are on the horizon as we hope to have the necessary infrastructure in place within the month.  If this timeline is met, we anticipate inviting 9th grade parents to an informational session on March 15 during 2nd semester parent/teacher/student conferences.  Signed parent permission will be required for students to take laptops home.

     The Secondary Schools Facilities Committee has made school renovation and additions plans and referendum date recommendations to the School Board.  It is anticipated that the School Board will support the project design with a November 2007 referendum date.  Between now and the city-wide vote the committee will concentrate its efforts on educating the community on the educational and facility needs of the high school as we look out over the next fifty years.   

     Our NEASC accreditation self-study is beginning in 2007.  Parents and community members are needed to serve on the following standards committees:

Mission and Expectations

Assessment


School and Community Profile

Leadership and Organization
Curriculum




School Resources for Learning

Instruction

Community Resources for Learning

Committee meetings will be held on February 8 (2:10-3:10), March 21 (11:30-2:30) and May 9 (1:30-2:30).  Contact Co-Chairs Carol Marcoux and Cecile LaPlante at 767-3266 ext 300 or Marcouca@spsd.org and Laplance@spsd.org.

     9th, 10th, and 11th graders will be making course selections for the 2007-2008 school year in February and March with the assistance of their teachers and guidance counselors.  Course offerings as well as graduation requirements and other helpful information are available on the SPHS website, highschool.spsd.org.  A tentative schedule for your child will be mailed home this spring.  

     SPHS is an incredibly busy place in February!  I hope to see you as we support the co-curricular involvement of our students!









Sincerely,









Jeanne Crocker









Principal


Parent Forum

Tuesday, February 27th 
6:30-7:30 SPHS Library

     Topic:  High School Reform in the U.S., Maine, SPHS Join us to hear about the changes already in place as high schools seek to prepare all students for post-secondary education, careers, and citizenship.


 Saturday, May 5th - SATs 

for all Juniors/3rd year students
All 3rd year high school students in the State of Maine will sit for the SAT on Saturday morning, May 5.  SPHS students will take the SAT right here at SPHS.  There will be no cost to students for this college admissions test which normally costs $41.50.

March 15th Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences

4pm - 7pm
9th Grade Parent/Student Laptop Meeting

6:30pm - 7:30pm

Please call Mrs. Brown at 767-3266 to schedule 15 minute conferences with 2nd semester course teachers, year-long course teachers, guidance counselors, administrators, case-managers and other providers of Instructional Support Services, Social Workers, school nurse, and Homebase advisors.  Please have available the names of staff with whom you would like to conference. 

Expect Respect/Reflect Respect

The Choking Game

[image: image2.wmf]Our community has recently been informed of a dangerous game played by young people which has the potential for dire consequences. The Choking Game which is also known as the Fainting Game, Knockout, Flat liner, Space Monkey, Pass Out, etc, is a result of thrill seeking or risk taking that involves the blocking of oxygen to the brain by various means. We are posting warning signs below but you are encouraged to investigate this serious issue with the support of your family physician or health care provider. More information is available through Federal Way Public Schools at their website: www.fwps.org. Parents and guardians are invited to contact their child's guidance counselor or school social worker for additional information as well. 

Warning signs for parents and teachers: 

Parents and teachers should be made aware of warning signs that their child may be playing a dangerous "game." Note that with
 the exception of ligature marks on the neck, each of these signs should be taken in light of other signs and related behaviors or symptoms. A single factor by itself may not warrant concern but if a combination of signs is evident, concern is warranted. 

Warning signs include, but not limited to: 

•
Unexplained marks on necks.

•
Short ropes, padded ropes, neckties in odd knots. 

•
Bloodshot eyes.

•
Complaints of headaches.

•
Locks on bedroom doors.

Evidence of repetitive hangings such as unexplained marks on the neck or broken or multiple robe abrasions on closet rods from repeated hangings are likely the best and most silent indicators of behavior for parents and teachers to be aware of. 

Footloose
Last chance to see our fantastic annual high school musical on Friday and Saturday at 7:30 and Sunday at 2:00.  Call 767-3266 ext. 292 to reserve your ticket.


Absences

Students shall be excused for family travel, at the discretion of the principal, provided that:

a.
A request stating the merits of said travel is presented to the principal in writing at least two weeks prior to said travel:

b.
The absence will not exceed 5 days in one school year;

c.
The student is in good academic standing in all courses and recognizes the likely impact of lost class time;

d.
All work must be made up within five school days of return.

e.
Exceptions to the above will be granted at the discretion of the principal.


National Honor Society

The National Honor Society exists for the following purposes

1.) To create enthusiasm for scholarship.

2.) To stimulate desire for service.

3.) To promote leadership.

4.) To develop character.

5.) To honor students who abundantly exhibit these qualities at South Portland High School.

The following outlines the process for the selection of members into the South Portland High School chapter of the NHS.

Step-1 Following the end of the first semester, the NHS chapter advisor reviews the school’s cumulative, weighted grade point average list for all juniors and seniors. Those who possess a cumulative, weighted average of 285 or above meet the initial requirement for being selected into the National Honor Society.

The following formula is used to determine a 285 weighted, cumulative GPA

1.) A 94 in level 1 classes

2.) A 92 in level 3 classes 

3.) An 89 in level 4 classes

4.) An 85 in A.P. classes

Step-2 The NHS advisor notifies all students who initially qualify for NHS induction with a 285 GPA or better and lets them know that in order to receive further consideration they must fill out an activities information sheet. This sheet is used to determine the level of involvement the students have had in the school community. Students must be involved in a minimum of 3 extra curricular activities that fall into at least two of the four categories mentioned below during the past year.

Academic Clubs –Riot Reader, Model U.N. and Robotics are examples of these.

The Arts- Marching Band, the Literary Magazine and Fall Drama are examples of these.

Athletics- Football, basketball and indoor track are examples of these.

Service Clubs- Key Club, Student Senate and Future Business Leaders of America are examples of these.

Step-3 The NHS advisor will verify participation in these activities by consulting with the athletic director’s office and the various school advisors to these clubs and organizations.

Step-4 Students who possess a 285 weighted average or better and have participated in a minimum of three extra curricular activities (from at least two of the categories mentioned above) have their names submitted to the faculty for evaluation. During a faculty meeting students will be evaluated by the entire faculty in the areas of character and leadership. These evaluations serve as a guide to the faculty council and are not used as a final means of determining who is inducted into the NHS.

Step-5 The Faculty Council meets with the NHS advisor to review the faculty’s evaluation of each student. The Faculty Council consists of five faculty members, selected by the principal. The members of this council create a list of candidates they believe meet the criteria for admission and should be inducted into the NHS by a majority vote.  

Step-6 The NHS advisor meets with the school principal to review the list of those selected by the NHS for final approval. Following this meeting all candidates are notified of whether or not they have been selected. Candidates who have been selected meet with the NHS advisor and are told the induction ceremony date. 

Step-7 Candidates are inducted into the National Honor Society.

Step-8 Members continue to emulate the qualities necessary to stay in the National Honor Society.

This year’s National Honor Society Induction ceremony is Tuesday, April 10th at 6:30 in the high school auditorium.

From the Guidance Office~

Course Registration Information

The course registration process for the 2007-08 school year begins at the end of January via a three step process. At the end of January, teachers of English, math, science, social studies, modern and classical languages, and auditioned music classes will discuss their course recommendations with students. These recommendations will be entered into the computer in February. On February 6th, students will receive a copy of the elective offerings via their home base teacher and they will indicate preliminary choices for electives at that time. Starting at the end of February throughout March, students will meet individually with their guidance counselor to finalize their course selections. Guidance counselors are happy to discuss academic programming with parents at any time. Please call 767-7706 if you have a question or wish to schedule an appointment.

The Program of Studies is available on line at the school’s web site. 


MY COLLEGE QUICKSTART

All high school students who took the 2006 PSAT/NMSQT can now connect to My College QuickStart, a free personalized planning kit based on their test results.  Students can take the next steps toward college with these features:

· An online PSAT/NMSQT score report, including projected SAT ® score ranges, state percentiles, and the power to sort answer explanations by difficulty and question type.
· A customized SAT study plan.
· Personalized lists of colleges, majors, and careers
· All of the college and career exploration tools on MyRoad ™
Students can gain access to this exciting new tool by visiting http://www.collegeboard.com/psatextra, creating an online account, and entering the access code found on their official Score Report Plus. 


   From the AP Office~

This year our partnership is continuing with the Center for the Prevention of Hate Violence (CPHV).  In an effort to maintain our positive school climate, student leaders have received training on how to prevent bullying, harassing and discriminatory behavior.  Since September, over sixty student leaders have participated in a day-long workshop on these issues.  We have been fortunate to draw a varied group of students, including several athletic team captains.

Two focus groups, consisting of 20-25 students each, have met for a number of one-hour sessions to discuss in more depth our school’s climate.  During our January 16th professional development day, Steve Wessler, CPHV Executive Director, and Lelia Deandrade, CPHV Assistant Director, facilitated a two-hour workshop with the staff.  

Congratulations to two students, Coral Sandler and Dave Brown, for serving as panelists at the fourth annual Maine Neighborhoods: Building Strong Communities conference on December 12, 2006.


From the Library~

NoveList

Available to any Maine resident through the MARVEL Virtual Library. http://libraries.maine.edu/mainedatabases

NoveList is a website where you can find novel (fiction) titles with reviews and annotations. You can also find author-read-alikes, book lists by interest (romance, western, scifi, etc.), book discussion guides, and articles about books. It ’s a fun place to visit again and again.


Something New!!
The wheels are in motion to have a student/staff Coffeehouse Night on March 21 from 6:30-9:30.  If you like to sing, play an instrument, play in a a band, read poetry, or you are Portland's next Bob Marley, this event is just for you!  Perhaps you are interested in working the lights and sound for this event-whatever you would like to do, you will want to sign-up to participate in this fun evening.  Please speak with Mrs. Lundgren in the main office or see Mrs. Sears in room 128 and let them know you want to be part of this event.  We are anticipating a large audience so please tell all your friends about this entertaining evening of fun and laughs.  We hope you will mark your calendars!
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FOOTLOOSE

One of the most explosive movie musicals in recent memory brought to the stage with exhilarating results.

“Footloose” celebrates the wisdom of listening to young people, guiding them with a warm heart and an open mind.  A celebration of youthful independence with terrific tunes and energetic dance numbers, involving a cast, pit and crew of 75+ South Portland High School students.  

Dates: February 2, 3, 9 & 10, 2007 at 7:30pm

  February 4*& 11, 2007 at 2:00pm

Ticket Prices: Adults - $10  ~  Students/Seniors - $8
Box office hours: Monday – Friday 6:30-8:30pm

Saturday & Sunday 10:00am-1:00pm

Box office phone number:  767-7710 ext. 292

Address: South Portland Auditorium

637 Highland Avenue, South Portland, Maine

* performance interpreted in American Sign Language

Directors: Stephen & Jane Filieo (for more info: 222-2398)
Musical Director: Beverly Hosic


Staff Stars

     Jennifer Major, Social Studies Teacher at SPHS, has been named an Unsung Hero by St. Michael’s College.  Alexandra Legere, 2006 graduate, nominated Ms. Major for this recognition based on the influential role that she played in Alex’s high school years.  Congratulations, Ms. Major!

Congratulations to Coach Paul Brogan who was honored for his 37 years of coaching and as Coach of the Year at the Boy Indoor Track Southwestern’s meet on February 3rd.


New Staff

     We welcome Ed Tech Ed Alvarran, who is assisting ESL and at-risk students to achieve success in their classes. 



PROJECT GRADUATION

As you are reading this we will have had our 5th meeting. There are ONLY 7 meetings left to prepare and implement all that Project Graduation entails. With that said, we have a HUGE task ahead of us since attendance and participation has been low. We still don’t have committees formed for each task that needs to be done. Parents of the senior class and underclassmen, especially juniors, need to step forward and take responsibility for their child’s Project Graduation and PG to come. If people don’t start attending meetings and commit themselves then I am going to assume that the interest is not there and the festivities will most likely be reduced. 

As I said in my previous note, we had 82% student participation last year and at this point we don’t even have 10% of parents getting involved! It may be time to take a break from such an endeavor, especially since an event of this size cannot continue with 10 or 15 people doing all the work.

The budget is of grave concern since we lost about 2 to 3 thousand dollars or more on the Bob Marley fundraiser. At this point the only money raised is $1700 from our raffle and $2500 from Bingo. PG usually costs about $16,000. With $4200 raised and a possible $2500 more to come from Bingo, this brings the total to $6700. This makes for a $9300 deficit!!! Our other fundraisers, (fashion show, pasta feast, and Memorial Day parade balloon/flag selling), could potentially raise another $1500. This brings the deficit down to $7800. With a spring raffle of a potential $1000, we could be down to$6800. STILL quite a shortfall!!!

PLEASE think seriously about getting on board for this terrific event for our students. The next meeting is Monday, March 5th. MARK your calendars. 

Our Fashion Show is Sunday, March 11th. Plan on coming to see the students do their modeling and support PG!!!

A GREAT BIG THANKS to the parents who have already signed up for Bingo. We have a few more spots to fill. For those of you who would like to add your name, please check in so we can fill the remaining slots. This is one fundraiser we cannot do without! ($500 per month=$6000 for the fiscal year

Bingo Dates ALWAYS the 3rd Monday of the month

February 19th; March 19th; April 16th; May 21st; June 18th; July 16th; August 20th; September 17th

Project Graduation Meeting Dates

March 5th-Monday; March 27th-Tuesday; April 11th-Wednesday; April 25th-Wednesday; May 15th-Tuesday; May 29th-Tuesday; (June 19th-Tuesday-wrap up meeting)

ALL MEETINGS ARE IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY from 6:30 to 8PM

As always look for updates each month in the Link or mailings. Respectfully, 

Maria Lundy-Kapise

Project Grad-Chair (rmakap@msn.com----767-2068)


Come see our seniors "show their style" at the

SPHS Project Graduation Fashion Show

Sunday, March 11 –4pm

SPHS Auditorium
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free admission with SPHS student ID


Student Stars

     Congratulations to Alexis Mantis, Alessa Falconer, Hannah Roderick, Lauren Lapointe, Ben Fox, and Laura Patriquin on their audition and selection for All-State Instrumental and Kat Libby and Joe Canarie for All-State Vocal!

     Congratulations to Chad Macleod on his selection to the recently published “Who’s Who in Middle Schools”.  

     Brianna Jaro, President of the Senior Class, will receive The Principal’s Leadership Award for the 2006-2007 school year.  Well-deserved, Brianna!



Parent Stars

     Another huge thank you to all the parents who provided snacks and set-up/clean-up help on December 12th  as seniors celebrated their SAT success.


Please visit the following websites:
· highschool.spsd.org
· http://my.homeworknow.com
· www.mainelyparents.org


SPHS February/March Calendar

February 9

Footloose @ 7:30, auditorium

February 10
Footloose @ 7:30, auditorium

February 11
Footloose @ 2:00

February 12
School Board @ 7:00, Council Chambers

February 13
Homebase

February 15
Secondary Schools Facilities Committee 6:30-8:30, library

February 17-25Winter Vacation –no school

February 27
Homebase





Parent Forum, 6:30-7:30, library

February 28
School Board budget workshop @ 7:00-Memorial Library

March 1

School Board budget workshop @ 7:00-Memorial Library





One Act Play @ 7:00, auditorium

March 1,2,3
Robotics competition in Manchester, NH

March 5
School Board Budget Workshop @ 7:00-Memorial library





Project Graduation Meeting @ 6:30pm

March 6

Homebase-Senior caps and gowns

School Board Budget Workshop @ 7:00-Memorial library

March 8

3rd quarter progress reports mailed home

March 10

SATs

March 11

Project Graduation Fashion Show

March 12

School Board @ 7:00, Council Chambers

March 13

Homebase





Modern & Classical Honor Societies Induction

March 15

Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences, 4:00-7:30





9th Grade Laptop Parent Meeting, 6:30-7:30
March 21

Student/Staff Coffeehouse Night
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