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All SPHS students will graduate as inspired, skilled, life-long learners.

Dear Students and Parents:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for a great year at South Portland High School.  Your cooperation, enthusiasm, respect, and achievements combined to make a truly successful year for our school community.  I am deeply appreciative of your efforts and involvement in both curricular and co-curricular endeavors.  I continue to be very proud of our school and of all of you.

Enclosed please find your final report card for the year.  This documents your academic achievements over the past ten months.  Summer Academy runs from June 27th-July 19, 8:00-12:00, and offers the opportunity to receive credit for a failed course or to earn ½ credit for an Art or Real Life class.  For more information, call Dara Jarrendt at 767-3266 extension 302.

Guidance Counselors will be available beginning on August 23 for those of you who need to make schedule changes.  We encourage juniors and seniors to explore the possibility of taking a course at SMCC, USM, or other college to receive both high school and college credit.  If you would like to explore options regarding community service instead of a study hall, please see me.

All students enrolled in Advanced Placement courses will be expected to take the AP exam in May.  The current fee is $74.  Many colleges offer advanced standing and/or college credits for high AP scores.

The first day of school is Tuesday, September 5, from 7:30 until 11:00.  You will be assigned a locker and have your picture taken for photo IDs as well as the portrait package.  The combined student/parent handbook and academic planner will be distributed by your Homebase advisor.  Students who have not returned schoolbooks or other materials will not be issued new books until the missing property is returned or paid for.  If you need to return books or other materials there is a note enclosed in this mailing.  I encourage you to take care of these obligations during the summer so you do not begin the new school year without your new textbooks.  As you do your “Back to School” shopping, please keep in mind the provisions of the dress code.  The use of electronic devices is prohibited during school hours.

The first full day of school is Wednesday, September 6.  Please use the 2006-2007 school calendar as your guide in planning family vacations and college visits.  I urge you to make travel plans during school vacation time to minimize your days out of school.  The last day of school is scheduled to be June 19, if we use five snow days.

At the end of August you will receive the September issue of Parent Link which will contain more pertinent information about the opening of school.

Students who do not reside in South Portland are reminded that you must immediately request a transfer waiver from the Superintendent of Schools in order to continue attending South Portland High School.

On October 18 sophomores and juniors will take the PSAT or the Accuplacer during the school day.  This is a free opportunity, financed by South Portland High School and the state, to practice for the SAT exams taken by juniors and seniors for college acceptance.  We are excited about this opportunity to provide more support for all of our students as they make plans for post-secondary education.

Please accept my best wishes for an enjoyable summer with family and friends.  I hope you will make time this summer to read for pleasure and to pursue other worthwhile activities that will support your growth and happiness.

Sincerely,

Jeanne Crocker

Principal


SENIOR PRIVILEGE

In order to be eligible for senior privilege for 1st quarter, current juniors must have passed all of their classes 4th quarter this year and have no behavioral or attendances infractions in the Assistant Principal’s office.  Senior Privilege forms will be included in the Parent Link mailed home in late August.


 Advanced Placement Courses
I am taking this opportunity to commend your student for enrolling in an Advanced Placement (AP) course next year, and recognize the benefits and responsibilities of this choice.  As you may know, the high school offers 10 AP courses in the areas of English, mathematics, history, science, music and art.  These courses provide a rigorous, college level academic curricula that meet national standards.  The benefits of taking an AP course are many. The benefits of taking an AP course are many.  Students have the opportunity to take college level courses while still in high school, have their work evaluated using college-level standards and potentially earn college credit or advanced placement with qualifying AP scores.  AP courses teach skills that may lead to success in college.  Students develop writing skills, problem solving techniques and study habits that prepare them for their post-secondary.

It is important for parents to know that all AP courses end with a nationally recognized exam that is given throughout the country.  A student’s score on this exam will determine college credit or advanced college placement.  It is the policy of SPHS that all students enrolled in an AP course are required to participate in the exam.  The exam is not optional.  Please be aware that there is a fee associated with the exam (currently $74.00,) paid by the student or the student’s family.  A fee waiver is available for students who meet eligibility income guidelines.

Please feel free to contact the principal’s office, or the SPHS AP Coordinator, Kathleen Tremblay if you have any questions. 



Star Students

Congratulations to the SPHS 2006 Maine Junior Duck Stamp winners/Art I students:


Group 3 – 

2nd place –Sarah Eppich


      

3rd place –Jessica Dekubber
                     

3rd place –David Hardison

Honorable Mention – Anne Rerrick 

    





Megan Blanchard

                                                     

Jane William


Group 4 – 

3rd place - James Hillman


      

Honorable Mention – Seth Gaffar                                                          

The following juniors have been nominated and selected to represent SPHS at Dirigo State in June.  Congratulations and good luck!

         Boys





      Girls
Sebastian Ascanio



Kristina Aceto

Will Cabana





Rebecca Braley

Tucker Fitzgerald



Kathryn Card

Nick Huston





Brianna Jaro

Alex Latendresse



Alison Kill

Ben McCall





Elizabeth King

Nick DeHaas-alternate


Emily Libby-alternate


Joe Canarie, Hannah Rowell, Kat Libby, and Sarah Howard auditioned for and performed at the All-State Music Festival at UMaine in May.



Academic All Stars - Spring 2006

Boys Track 7 Field

Francis Huynh

Boys Lacrosse

Andrew Ochsner

Girls Lacrosse

Jessica Reed; Breanna Brookings; Chelsea Pettengill

Boys Tennis

Adam Lewandowski

Softball

Amanda Shannon



Results for Election of Officers for the 2006-2007 year are:

Class of 2007

President: Brianna Jaro; Vice President: Libby King
Secretary: Meghan Cousins; Treasurer: Kristina Aceto
Class Sorcerer: Dylan Martin
Senate: Will Cabana (Senate President); Joe Canarie

Nicholas DeHaas; Ali Kill; Libby King; Dylan Martin; Kegan Zema

Class of 2008

Presisent: David Knowland; Vice President: George Murray
Secretary: Amanda Berglund; Treasurer: Tom Biskup
Senate: Amanda Berglund; Tom Biskup; Erin Coyne; David Knowland; Hanna Rowell; Nick Wright

Class of 2009

President: John Chambers; Vice President: Annie King

Secretary: Chris Jones; Treasurer: Tyler Bickford
Senate: Ryan Clancy; Sean Feely; Chris Jones; Tim Laberge; Elisabeth Soong; Jake Viola



Graduation at PATHS yielded many honors, awards, and scholarships for SPHS students.

Attendance

Alex Wellington; Paul Cobb; Shane Boyington

Scholarships

Zachary Creamer

$1,500




    



$  100

Katelyn Solan


$  500

Osman Suja  



$  100

Zachary Theriault

$  300

Brian Conley  


$1,200

Other

Kamil Suja-3rd place HOSA state competition Job Seeking Skills

Brian Conley-1st place FORD/AAA State competition

Tool Awards

Zachary Creamer; Osman Suja; Shane Boyington; 
Sam Tweedie



Latin News~

CANE Writing Award

Congratulations to Rachel Meyer, a Latin III student, who placed third in the regional Classical Association of New England writing contest.  This competition provides high school students an opportunity to make theme based connections  between ancient and modern times. This year’s theme, “ Women in Antiquity,  The Good, the  Bad and the Beautiful –  Modern and Ancient Perspectives”  offered a wealth of topic possibilities and Rachel’s poem on the scheming Agrippinna, earned her this very high honor.                             



National Latin Exam

 
The National Latin Exam which is sponsored and coordinated by the American Classical League in Virginia provides an opportunity for students of Latin to demonstrate academic excellence. This year, more than 134,000 students from all 50 states and thirteen foreign countries took the exam at one of the eight levels offered.  As part of our Latin 1 Program, students take the exam as a common assessment and are scored against all other Latin 1 students taking the test.   Many of our students did very very well as we were awarded four medals and seven certificates of excellent achievement.  


The following students merited medals - to Victoria Stiles, the Summa Cum Laude gold medal; to Wioletta Obarewicz, a Maxima Cum Laude silver medal;  to Josh Viola, a maxima cum laude silver medal;  to Analise Bussone, a maxima cum laude silver medal.



These students earned Certificates of Praise for their achievement: Emily McKinnon and Nicholas Huston received Magna cum Laude awards and Aileen Russell, Cassandra Miller, Matthew Seidl and Christopher Biskup, all received a Cum Laude award.   Brianna Wing also received a Cum Laude award for her score on the Latin II exam.   Kudos to all of these students for their excellent achievement!



 Latin Club News

At the last meeting of this academic year, new officers were elected for the 2006-2007 Latin Club.  The new officers are Lindsay Soule ‘07, President; Jackie Rice ’07, Vice President; Brianna Wing ’08, Secretary and Alyssa Harvey ’07, Treasurer.  The Club is looking forward to a great year under the leadership of these officers.



Staff Star

Tom Hyland Receives Governor’s Award for Excellence

Longtime Learning Alternative teacher Tom Hyland has been recognized with the 2006 Commissioner of Education’s Award that honors individuals who have made a significant contribution to meeting the needs of youth at risk in their schools and/or communities. Tom was accompanied by his family and Superintendent of Schools Wendy Houlihan at a ceremony in his honor on May 25 at the Blaine House in Augusta.  We are very proud and grateful for Tom’s accomplishments and on-going work with our students. 



School Policies
STUDENT USE OF ELECTRONIC DEVICES

The South Portland School Department believes that students learn best in classrooms free of unnecessary disruptions.  Devices that may interrupt the teacher and other students have no place in the classroom.  Electronic devices shall not be used inside school buildings during the school day. Examples of such articles include but are not limited to the following: pagers, cellular telephones, laser pointers, camera devices and other electronic devices.

The following guidelines apply to possession and use of electronic devices:

A. Electronic devices may not be used in any unethical or illegal manner

B. Camera devices may not be used to photography another person who has a reasonable expectation of privacy.

C. Electronic devices may not be used in a way that would violate another person’s copyright.

D. Electronic devices may not be used to harass, intimidate, or bully another person or to invade another person’s privacy.

E. Camera devices may not be used in any locker room, restroom, or any other place where other people have a reasonable expectation of privacy.

When it has been established that a student has failed to follow the above stated guidelines, the school may take any or all of the following actions:

A. The teacher may give a warning to the student to put the electronic device in a locker, backpack/purse, or other secured location during the regular school day.

B. The teacher may confiscate the device and release it to the student at the end of the regular school day.

C. The principal or designee may confiscate the device and release it only to a parent/guardian.  At the discretion of the principal or principal’s designee, the student may be prohibited from possessing a personal electronic device on school property or at any school-sponsored activity for such period of time as the principal or designee deems reasonable.

D. The student will be subject to disciplinary consequences up to and including expulsion.  Where appropriate, police authorities may be contacted.



Promotion Policy

Effective with the class of 2004, students enrolled in Grades 9-12 must acquire twenty-four (24) Carnegie Units and satisfy all state and local requirements in order to graduate from high school.

To achieve sophomore status, a student must have earned a minimum of five (5) Carnegie Units in courses required for graduation, one of which must be Grade 9 English.  To achieve junior status, a student must have earned a minimum of eleven (11) Carnegie Units in courses required for graduation, including grade 9 and 10 English, and one (1) Carnegie Unit in each of the following: math, science, and world history.  In order to achieve senior status, a student must have earned a minimum of seventeen (17) Carnegie Units in courses required for graduation, including three (3) Carnegie Units in English, two (2) Carnegie Units in both math and science, and two (2) Carnegie Units of the three required history courses.  



STUDENT DRESS CODE

The South Portland School board encourages students to use sound judgment and reflect respect for themselves and others in dress and grooming.  In keeping with the district’s goals to provide a safe, healthy and non-discriminatory environment for educating students for maximum academic and social development, the Board specifically prohibits the following:

· Any clothing that causes a material and substantial disruption of the school

· Any clothing that promotes illegal activity (e.g., use of drugs)

· Any clothing that contains messages that violate the Board’s discrimination/harassment policies

· Clothing that is revealing (e.g., tops that reveal the midriff or that are low-cut, excessively short skirts, pants, that hang too low, etc.


From the Athletic Director's Office~
Fall Starting Dates:

Boys’ Cross-Country:

8/14/06
All        

Girls’ Cross-Country:

8/14/06
All        

Cheerleading:




8/14/06
All        

Field Hockey:




8/14/06
All

Football:





8/14/06
Varsity and J.V.









8/21/06
Freshmen

Golf:






8/14/06
All

Boys’ Soccer:




8/14/06
All

Girls’ Soccer:




8/14/06
All

NOTE:
Times and sites for practices will be posted on the SPHS web site and announced through the athletic office on August 9th.  Please be reminded that fall game schedules may now be viewed on line at www.viewmyschedule.com
REQUIREMENTS:

All incoming freshmen are deemed academically eligible upon entering the high school for the first time.  All other students must meet the eligibility standard as outlined in the student handbook.  Additionally, before any student tries out, practices or competes in athletics, she/he must submit a physical exam within two years of participation dates, must indicate evidence of appropriate insurance, and must have the “Student Participation and Parental Approval Contract” appropriately completed, signed, and returned to his/her coach.  All participation forms will be available in the main lobby of the high school beginning August 9th.  
For further information please contact the athletic office at 767-7705.  Have a great summer!


Library News~

Some young adult paperbacks for reading in the summer sun:

All That Remains by Bruce Brooks

Battle Dress by Amy Efaw

Big Mouth Ugly Girl by Joyce Carol Oates

Buddha Boy by Kathe Koja

Cuba 15 by Nancy Osa

Double Helix by Nancy Werlin

Dunk by David Lubar

Geography Club by Brent Hartinger

Girl 15 Charming But Insane by Sue Limb

Hoops by Walter Dean Myers

Inside Out by Terry Trueman

Jennifer Government by Max Barry

Life at These Speeds by Jeremy Jackson

My Heartbeat by Garret Freymann-Weyr

Not as Crazy As I Seem by George Harrar

Nothing to Lose by Alex Flynn

Second Summer of the Sisterhood by Ann Brashares

Stoner & Spaz by Ron Koertge

The Afterlife by Gary Soto

The Haunting of Alaizabel Cray by Chris Woods

Tithe a Modern Faerie Tale by Holly Black

Tribes by Arthur Slade

Marching Band Camp

For all those interested in being involved in this year’s Marching Band, please note the dates of Marching Band Camp below.

August 21-25

5pm – 9pm
August 28-29

5pm – 9pm
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